Managed Care in God's Hospital
By Dr. Jorge Vargas

I have often heard the Church referred to as a "hospital for sick souls", but are we operating under managed care? Are we waiting on prior authorizations? Are we restricting access to care? Are we carrying out cost containment policies?


Are we waiting to get authorization or permission from our pastors or our ministry leaders to start a new work? Are we afraid of the opinions of others? Do we seek to please man or God? Do we think, "Oh, no, not us! We're not smart enough! We don't have enough talent ", etc, etc. We just need God's approval and we already have it! Ephesians 1:6 says that we are accepted in the Beloved - WOW!


He loves us! He doesn't hate us! So, get going! Go beyond the four walls of the Church! Breathe the fresh, challenging air outside the church building! I am! That's why I am writing these devotionals! I'm not going to get stuck in church anymore! Nope! Been there, done that, got the T-shirt! A whole closet full of them!


Are we restricting access means by refusing to reach beyond ourselves and the walls of the church house? Are we literally robbing others of a blessing? A word spoken in due season could save someone else from suicide, from divorce or from backsliding. Perhaps God will use us to speak a word of encouragement to someone who will in turn save a nation! We never know!


Do we contain the cost of winning and keeping souls by not allowing ourselves to be used, by deciding to keep our testimonies silent, by hiding behind walls of pride? Are we willing to go through the tough process of nurturing new believers until they in turn are ready to minister to others? Are we willing to cry with them, mourn with them and agonize with them as they go through the birth pangs of Christ being formed in them? Or is it asking too much? Would we rather be committed or comfortable? Remember Revelation 1:12, which says that we will overcome by the blood of the Lamb and the word of our testimonies!


I encourage all of you who are reading this not to be held back but to press forward and seek a great destiny in God's Kingdom! Don't get stuck inside the walls of the" hospital"!
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