No Excuse

There is no excuse for the body of Christ to neglect the harvest or the world’s needs. Paul said, “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” He meant exactly that, “all things.”

If this is the case, why then do we have so many excuses why we can’t volunteer our time to Rescue Missions, to sharing the gospel in the parks, hospitals, streets, and to gangbangers, and take care of the widows and orphans? We make so little time available to go to the church house and put in less than ten percent of our time in worship and then mostly what we do is ask God to meet our needs. But the world is ever so observant of our hypocrisy and lack of action. They know how much time the church doors are open. They know we are keeping them out. They know that we do not want to be bothered until they get cleaned up and dress proper and act proper. It will never happen until someone goes to them and tell them that Jesus is The Way, The Truth, and The Life. He is the only one that is able to do this work in them.

So we have no excuse because we hold the key to what they need and that key is only used to unlock the church door on Sunday morning and maybe Wednesday night. They are so many services in the community that could use our help and we simply will not provide it because it does not come under our church auspice. They are not of our denomination. They are not of our particular church body. Woe is us if we do not go and help since we will not be the leaders and provide those services which we are compelled to do as Christians. Charity starts at home. If we are resting in Christ then we are at home. So therefore we the church must be the ones to start the ministries that the world is attempting to do and failing at. 

We have no excuse because the commandment was given to us not the world. We heed those who tell us that we cannot go without their sanction or covering. We heed those that tell us they is not enough time and that it’s not our responsibility. We heed those that have set a bad example like the Pharisees of old who burdened the people with many laws that they were much too much so they were mostly neglected. 

In truth, when we are questioned at the judgment we can offer no excuse. We have time, we have gifts, we have material things, we have money whether much or little, we have empty church buildings, and we have skills: doctors, lawyers, nurses, teachers, plumbers, carpenters, accounts, bankers, mechanics, homemakers, etc., all these occupy the church pews but yet we can’t seem to apply our skills to the aid of the body of Christ nor the needy. 

You only need to step outside your door and see a need. What are you going to present to the master at His wedding. What gifts will you take into eternity with you? Speak life to someone, the gospel, do the works of the Father: feed the hungry, clothe the naked, provide for the widows and orphan, and go ye into the entire world. Your latter days are slipping away and you and I are not promised tomorrow, or for that matter the remainder of the day. Let’s all go fishing today, take the day off and go fishing, for the souls of men.
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