Not Born-Again?


Repentance is foremost about us being in the wrong. We are in the wrong because we have rebelled against God. Repentance is an act of recognizing that we are indeed sinners and are in need of restoration to He whom we have sinned against, God. We fail to have a born again experience if to us repentance is merely a door to heaven. Heaven is one of the outcomes of repenting. All of God’s promises being availed to us and God’s provisions are other outcomes of repentance. 

So, we have not experienced being born again if repentance is used as a vehicle to gain access to heaven and God’s promise of an abundant life. Many people repent for the wrong motivations. Some people repent although they don’t quite embrace every word of God. They don’t want to miss heaven on a technicality and repentance is their technicality so they repent. Some repent because they think it is expected of them, or for someone else’s sake, for tradition of faith, or because they think they are a good person and it is just another step taken to establish their good character. 


None of these scenarios will produce a born again experience. Without a born again experience people will continue to just live a form of godliness. They will not share the gospel because it is insignificant to them. They have not come by way of true repentance they have come by way of inheritance. As a professed Christian they believe they have gained access to heaven and that is their ultimate quest. 

A born again believer knows that they have sinned against God and do not deserve the price His Son paid for them to have eternal life. They experience a true sense of transformation, conviction, and restoration that brings them back in relationship to God.  A true born again experience takes our eyes off of self and allows us to see the world in need just as we were in need of being saved. When you have had to confront your true nature, sin, and realize what a true wretch you were then one is more likely to be motivated to soul win. 

Born again is exactly what it is, born again. We are born again to new thinking, to seeing differently, to acting opposite to the ways of the old man. We are born again not to ourselves but to God and for the good of all. Come to Jesus for the right reason, because you have sinned and come short of God’s glory. Realize you are a wretch and in need of the Savior. Now see others in need and speak the hope of the cross into their lives. The difference between being born again and just being saved is that being born again requires true repentance and being saved is a matter of preference, heaven or hell.

“But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ”  Ephesians 2:13.
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