Practicing the Presence


The principle of Practicing the Presence is based on a lie cloaked in a garment of truth. I believe that abiding in the presence of God, prayer, and meditation are sound scriptural based principles in fellowshipping and maturing in our relationship with God. However, the term “practicing the presence” is questionable. 

The principle does not state that we practice being in the presence of God, rather it states that one practices the presence in the sense of influencing the presence of God? Philippians 4:8 “Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.” Is use to support this principle. This verse is used by the proponents of this principle in support of Practicing the Presence. This verse actually demonstrates how we should keep our hearts so the peace of God can be with and in us.  


However, Ezekiel 38:19-20 states, “…Surely in that day there shall be a great shaking in the land of Israel…and all the men that are upon the face of the earth, shall shake at my presence…”. To be in the presence of the Lord God is an awesome thing, never to be taken lightly. Psalm 111:10 gives a great foundational verse for being in the presence of God. It states, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom: a good understanding have all they that do his commandments: his praise endures for ever”. 

The presence of God is the most awesome place to be in. It should bring us into a state of reverence, righteous fear of the Lord, and prostration for the Lord God is Holy and deserving of honor and power. We cannot influence God to comply with our whims and wishes. It is only in obeying all His commandments that we are acceptable in His sight because of the blood of the Lamb that was shed to bridge the gap between sinful man and a righteous God. We are called to live righteously in His presence and practice a life of holiness by the power of His Holy Spirit. 
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