On those who sleep

Do not be ignorant concerning those who sleep – “none considering that the righteous is taken away from the evil to come.” They are entering peace not confusion or unrest. The nominal believer is looking and hoping for the rapture to come and free them from the chaos of this world, but the word says that many shall leave in their sleep – through the door of death.

Paul says in 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, “But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another with these words. 

Some will die while others remain alive but hope is not gone because he will come back to take those that remain with Him. The remnant need not be afraid of being left behind because God will put new wine skins on you to handle what is to come – the evil thereof. Did He not preserve Noah and his family in the ark. Of course He did. No one ever consider Genesis chapter 5 as a precursor of what is to come, but Jesus said the same in Noah’s day will be the same for us. 

Genesis 5 is actually an obituary of the death of the righteous and one raptured soul Enoch. Look at the statistics: eight generations of righteous men died and only one was raptured. Eight people, two generations, Noah and His sons, survived the flood as a remnant to save the human race. Before the end comes there will be a dying away of the righteous and none will consider them as any great lost. 
Why do we fail to see the righteous being taken out? Because when we hear of earthquakes and tsunamis’ in divers places, people dying of malnutrition, in genocide, and terrorist attacks, none consider that the righteous might be among them. This is because we judge man from the outward appearance but God from the heart. Have you considered how many children die annually to diseases long ago eradicated in the west? 

Matthew 5:3-11 states, “Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted. Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth. Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled. Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God. Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God. Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake.”

 The righteous perish and none consider. Jesus proclaimed who the righteous is but no one paid Him any mind. The beatitudes are not only about the attitude we should have but an obituary of those that shall also sleep before the end comes.
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