Praying without Works


Praying without works is dead. It is no different than faith without works. A lifetime of prayer and no evangelism, outreach, hoping that someone else will do the works is sacrifice without obedience as stated in I Samuel 15:22b, “to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams.” 


Yes, we are to pray without ceasing, but we are also commissioned to go out to the uttermost parts of the earth and preach the good news. “Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal” I Corinthians 13:1. It is imperative that the body of Christ develop a balance to our faith walk. 


If I pray that the unbeliever received the gospel unto salvation and I spend a life time praying for God to send a preacher, yet I am the one in daily contact with that person, my prayers go unanswered until I take action.  If I am hungry and pray for food and a neighbor brings me a basket of food, unless I get up and cook the food and then consume it, then my prayers are for naught. 

Prayer must always spur us into action. It should be the key that turns on the engine, ignite the fuel to do the works we are called to do. They are certainly people who are not physically able to place themselves in the way for works, so praying becomes the sacrifice unto obedience. Yet, I know several people who are paralyze from the neck down who do the praying and the works as well. With all that we have access to in this day and age, they are few excuses. 


If you are praying for evangelism, then you must be spurred on to evangelize. If you are praying to be a watchman, then you too must watch. If you are praying to sing for the Lord, then you must sing even if it is making a joyful noise. If you are praying for your neighbor to be saved, then preach the good news to them. Jesus is the Son of God, deliverer, savior, counselor, Lord of Lords and King of Kings, he is healer, protector, provider, you name it, He is it. 


Our role in the body of Christ is also to emulate the various works of Christ by the moving of the Holy Spirit. We are not just pray warriors; we are evangelist, preachers, teachers, healers, counselors, suppliers of needs, etc. We are the light of Christ and so as the light we must shine. We shine in the works of Christ. We must learn to stop thinking that it is someone else’s responsibility. We must stop praying for someone else to go and go. 


We often don’t go or take the next step from the point of prayer because we are ill equipped to do the works. Not enough time spent in doing the work, memorizing scripture and understanding it. Not enough time honing our skills in sharing the gospel with others. Not enough time considering our neighbors as ourselves. 


Spur yourselves to move beyond prayer. Take confidence in the Holy Spirit and speak the good news of salvation unto the lost. Jesus said He only did what He saw His Father doing. So, we must do what Christ did. Reading the gospel accounts of the works of Christ should reveal to us all what we are lacking in our walk. 


Beloved, the time is far spent and the day is closer at hand. The people that prayed for me were also the people that preached to and led me to Christ. 
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