Say Nothing

Isaiah 36:21 

    But they held their peace, and answered him not a word: for the king's commandment was, saying, Answer him not. 


When God tells you to say nothing He means just that. He is trying to teach you to trust Him explicitly. He is working out the difficulties you are in at the moment. Often times we want to respond to a situation because someone has ruffled our feathers and so we create more of a problem. 

It is not that God doesn’t care but rather that He cares about not just you but all involved in the difficult circumstances. Sometimes we think we are dealing with a mean person who has an unruly spirit but many times if you just heed God’s word and say nothing you will soon see that it is just the residual of their past life without Christ. 

This does not mean that that person failed to be a new person in Christ – indeed they are but we all carry some traces of the old man in us until the spirit reveals it and set them free from it. God will often use us to show others the side of them that are in need of repair. How can He do this if we take offense and put stumbling blocks in the way? 

Every situation is an opportunity to grow ourselves or someone else. Once the residual is revealed God can then work in that person but it must be revealed. It is never at our expense but with our help. If we do not recognize there is an old man we cannot surrender him to the chopping block of God’s love and rescue. 

When something happens to offend you stop for a moment and wait on God to see what it is He is trying to reveal in you or someone else. Then step back and watch Him work. Soon the offense becomes an opportunity for grace because as Romans 5:20 states, “…But where sin abounded, grace did much more abound.” Let grace abound!

How many times does the King have to tell us to say nothing or answer not? Nothing means exactly that, nothing. Are we willing to bear one another’s burden – then we must be willing to put our feelings to the side and watch the salvation of the Lord as He works on the residual of our brethren. Surely they are doing the same for us.
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