Seventy Times Seven

Matthew 18:21-22 

    Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? till seven times? Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto thee, Until seven times: but, Until seventy times seven. 


Forgiveness is a funny thing. Jesus said or implied that we should forgive one another more times than we humanly are willing to. Seventy times seven was not intended to be a definitive number but rather one that demonstrates a means of perfecting one’s ability to extend grace.  

In scripture, seven is representative of perfection and completion. Mathematically it is a whole number, so spiritually; it could imply wholeness or wellness. One can jokingly say, “This is a person’s last time messing with me,” because we have kept track of their offenses up to the 490th time. 

What about the times when a particular offense keeps hounding you when someone says or does something to remind you of it? What if it happens 490 times and you have to forgive that person 490 times over and over again just so you can get pass it? Does that mean you have unforgiveness? 
I do not think so. I think seventy times seven also means however many times is necessary to reach wellness in that situation. You should continue to move through the process of forgiving time and time again even in that one offense. There are some things in our lives that are final the first time and others that take time and repetition.

When people in your life tell you to move on and you know that you are not there yet, let the Holy Spirit lead you through it. We live in a society that wants us to get everything now and over and done with. They fail to recognize that time got us into situations and only time can heal us. Forgiveness and healing is a process this is why Jesus said 70 x 7. Sometimes it takes that long to forgive one single offense. 
Now look at this in terms of evangelism. How many times should you approach a person with the gospel – 70 X 7? Sure, it can be done without beating a person over the head day in and day out with the gospel. The way we do it is by living the gospel. Instead of saying it – do it. Fine their need and fill it. But do it with pure love and not just because you want them saved. You have no power to save anyone. “No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: ... “ John 6:44. It is all in God’s timing.

So what has this to do with forgiveness? I keep on forgiving my brother and I keep on working on forgiving that one situation. You see, it is His way of bringing us into rest with each other, in a specific situation, reconciling the lost to Him and all of us in Him. We are taught the lesson but rarely learn to transfer them into all the venues of life. We miss the mark and fall short of 490 even if we reach the 490. 

Forgiveness is being able to walk in forgiveness each time the situation presents its self. We live “forgiven” so therefore let us practice the act of forgiving with compassion and grace. Until He returns, it ain’t over.
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