The Aroma of Christ in a Community


The aroma of Christ in any community is the scent of good will, the aroma of peace, the tranquility of unity, the harmony of all even when He is Christ to some and not all. As the prayers of the saints rises to heaven as bowls of incense filling the throne room with a perfumed aroma, so should the presence of Christ in a community. 


His aroma should permeate from every believer in every walk of their lives. A sense of His presence should be noticed by those that reside there as well as those that are passing through. There should be a clear and distinct demarcation to those who are coming in and going out of that community that something amazing and divinely profound is in residence there. 

Such a community would show signs of “Amazing Grace.” Imagine coming into a community and sensing God’s presence which holds the power to compel people to rise above the mediocrity of life and to live extraordinary lives beyond what a so call “good person” might do; like going the distance for a stranger coming into their midst. 

What would it take to acquire God’s presence in a community? It takes a smile even though you don’t feel like it. It takes loving your neighbor as yourself and the strangers that comes in likewise. It takes being fair and dispensing justice with mercy and compassion. It takes forgiveness. It takes helping your neighbors and not expecting anything in return just passing it on. It takes stopping in the rain to help a motorist in need. It takes putting back into your community something of greater value. It starts with something so unnoticeable it becomes contagious and epidemic before it is even noticed.

The presence of Christ in a community begins as small as a mustard seed. When someone least expects it you meet a need. It is like putting a bouquet together one flower at a time. Before you realize it you have an aroma filling the senses of people. Strange things begin to happen. People begin to smell a sweet perfume in the air but they is no visible element from where it is coming. Like saying thank you, or blessings, or holding the door open for someone, so simple but so far reaching. 


Can the gospel be so simple? Yes! It is the action of love before the word is spoken. It is the aroma before the flower comes into view. It is the church before the building comes into sight. It is the scent of life even when there is evidence of death and decay. You are God’s aroma, permeate! Let the scent of God’s presence be so familiar on you that you have no need of a manufacture product. 
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