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Genesis 2:15-17 states, “And the Lord God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it. And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.” In these passages of scripture we see that God had explicitly given man a commandment not to eat from this certain tree and man was expected to keep that commandment.  


We follow the actions of the man in Genesis 3:6 which continues with the sage, “And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat. “ The tree appealed to the woman in three areas: to her flesh through her eyes for food, to her desires because of its beauty and to the mind to make her wise. When she saw this she took and ate of it and gave also to her husband that was with her. This was in direct violation of the commandment that God had given to the man. 


The story thickens in Genesis 3:9-12 which states “And the Lord God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou? And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.  And he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat?  And the man said, The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat.” In these verses it is clear that God called man and man responded by saying that him and the woman had heard His voice, but they were afraid, because they were naked and so hid themselves. From the man’s response God replied, did you eat of the tree that I commanded you not to eat of. Today we are still eating of that tree in violation to God’s command.  We have spiritualized this tree to mean one thing but in actuality it represents the sum of all our disobedience.

The condition of man’s heart can be seen in Jeremiah 17:9-10 which states, “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?  I the Lord search the heart, I try the reins, even to give every man according to his ways, and according to the fruit of his doings.” This is also found in Mark 7:10-23, “Because it entereth not into his heart, but into the belly, and goeth out into the draught, purging all meats?  And he said, That which cometh out of the man, that defileth the man. For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, Thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness: All these evil things come from within, and defile the man. “ These acts separated us from The Father. He is God and the Father of the first man. When Adam ate of the tree it affected the relationship between God and both the man and woman. By eating from the forbidden tree man has defiled himself and gave birth to the unnatural fruits of his own heart.
Copyright © 2007 Amos C. Huckleby 
