The Glory to Come


The glory to come shall not be compared to the suffering we have or will endure. Romans 8:18 states, “For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.” It takes toil and at times much suffering to do kingdom work. 


We have an adversary that opposes us when we undertake preaching of the gospel. He puts stumbling blocks in our way when we try to live the life that is pleasing to God. This accuser of the brethren will not cease from accusing us when we have our attention fully focused on Christ because he desires to cause us to lose heart and fail in shame.

  
But what have all that to do with what is to come? It will not compare to the glory that shall be revealed in us. God will put all things as they should be and restore his creation to its rightful inheritance. We only need to press into God’s will for the moment. It does not matter how things should appear while we labor for we ought not to live by what we see. “For we are saved by hope: but hope that is seen is not hope: for what a man seeth, why doth he yet hope for? But if we hope for that we see not, then do we with patience wait for it” Romans 8:24-25.


Being saved by hope means we live by hope in expectation for that which is to come. So we live in hope and labor in hope. God has taken the burden off of us if we only trust His word. “If God be for us, who can be against us?” Romans 8:31b. No matter how things look, God is on our side and He is working behind and in front of the scenes to bring His purpose for our lives and the lives of others into the natural that will transform the spiritual. 

The glory to come is not based on what we see with our natural eyes today, it is what we wait for with hope and expectancy. The greatest work a Christian can undertake is laboring in the fields. We have an image in our minds that depicts us standing in the hot sun toiling, but in actually the heat and discomfort is from being so close to the enemy’s camp, snatching away the lost, that we often feel the price is too much to bear. In comparison to what Christ suffered on the way to Calvary, this is nothing. In comparison to what shall be revealed in us in the end, there is no comparison. We might not always be present when a soul accepts salvation, but we hope for it with every seed we plant in every word spoken. 


The glory to come is not just for us, it is also for the lost. We will have the great privilege of seeing the manifestation of that hope realized for ourselves and those we harvest into the kingdom. Do not look at what you see. Let your hope rest solely in God’s promise. Do not faint now, do not be weary now, this is not the time to shirk off the work as we approach the last mile of the way. The glory to come will soon overtake us in the way; have hope - just a bit longer.
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