The Slothfulness of the Believer


Many believers have been on a pew diet for all of their Christian lives. They don’t know or can’t conceive speaking the good news to others.  They think the Bible is disseminated by osmosis. They think the Holy Spirit will simply descend and converge in their minds as like a meeting of minds and then filter in all that they need to know of God. This is far from the truth. 


Slothfulness is the ideology that we have arrived at heaven’s door and so we can now take our rest. But although we rest in the Lord this is not the time of rest from labor. While the harvest is white we must labor. In Matthew 25, Jesus tells the story of the slothful servant who rested while his master was away and hid the money he was given to invest. Here is the master’s response to that servant. “His lord answered and said unto him, Thou wicked and slothful servant, thou knewest that I reap where I sowed not, and gather where I have not strawed: Thou oughtest therefore to have put my money to the exchangers, and then at my coming I should have received mine own with usury” Matthew 25:26-27. In other words, we ought to put God’s word to use. We must sow it into the lives of those that are lost.

It is God’s will for us to be profitable to Him as we wait the return of His Son. The unbeliever is without excuse for their unbelief and the believer is without excuse for our slothfulness. We will not be able to point the finger at anyone for our slothfulness. We will not be able to say, “Well the preacher didn’t tell me,” or “The teacher didn’t motivate me,” nor could we say, “I didn’t know.” God left us His will for our lives as well as His promises in the Bible. Nothing should be overlooked. We have a personal responsibility to open the book for ourselves and labor, or as II Timothy 2:15 states, “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.  

Solomon was wise enough to realize that “Slothfulness casteth into a deep sleep; and an idle soul shall suffer hunger” Proverbs 19:15. The enemy lulls us into complacency and so we are never satisfied with just being preached to because our soul hungers for the lost but we are too blind to see that by not laboring our souls become atrophy and we are discontented even in our salvation. “By much slothfulness the building decayeth; and through idleness of the hands the house droppeth through.” Ecclesiastes 10:18.
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