What have ye offered the Lord
Malachi 1:7 

    Ye offer polluted bread upon mine altar; and ye say, Wherein have we polluted thee? In that ye say, The table of the Lord is contemptible. 

It is always difficult to say or pin point what exactly it is that have offended the Lord when we think what we offer is our best. But is it our best we are to render to the Lord our His best we render to Him. I believe it is His best. In other words if all that is in the earth is the Lord’s then we are to select the best of what is here (His) and offer it to Him.


How does that translate into spiritual, mental and physical offerings? Esau sold his birthright, a God given blessing to him, thus the word in Malachi says, Esau He hated. It is how Esau saw God and his father Isaac. He saw them as contemptible. In other words he had no respect for them or he would have valued what they gave him.


Often times we are operating on contempt without realizing it because we have somehow developed a reprobate heart and mind. We have so little regard for God and man that we don’t realize we are acting out of that hidden disposition. Culturally we are responding to God. Socially we are responding to God. Emotionally we are responding to God and yes, physically we are responding to God. We say out of our limitations we can only act or give.


But if Christ is in us and we are a new creature then what we have is also renewed. We also have access to new things and if we are truly allowing Christ to renew our minds then we are also being renewed in all areas of our lives: financially, social interactions and relationships, intellectually and possession wise. Our heavenly Father loves us and gives us only good things. It is out of these good things that we bless the Father with our sacrifices. 


So what does all this mean? It means that we must examine our motives and disposition toward God. Are we giving what is left or are we giving off the top of what we have. Are we giving out of our disabilities or out of God’s abundance to us? “The Lord is my shepherd I shall not lack.” If I do not lack then I have the right offering at all times but am I will to give the best or the less?
Malachi 1:14 

    But cursed be the deceiver, which hath in his flock a male, and voweth, and sacrificeth unto the Lord a corrupt thing: for I am a great King, saith the Lord of hosts, and my name is dreadful among the heathen. 
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