Why seek ye judgment on God’s behalf

Amos 5:18

Woe unto you that desire the day of the Lord! to what end is it for you? the day of the Lord is darkness, and not light.


Often I hear believers who are ardent for God say; “Let judgment come” as though judgment is some holiday or feast. I think they believe themselves to be speaking the heart of God because they want judgment on His behalf. Yes, God is deserving of judgment when people do evil things but it is still the heart of God that none should perish. Ezekiel 18:32 speaks God’s heart so clearly on this matter. “For I have no pleasure in the death of him that dieth, saith the Lord God: wherefore turn yourselves, and live ye.”


You see, He prefers that His creation “turn” and live. This is what He desires for us and others yet they are many that will declare judgment to come on the earth, to fellow believers and to nations because they think they have a right to on God’s behalf. Meanwhile God declares what it is exactly such people are asking for. 

In Amos 5:19-20 God says that “the day of the Lord is “As if a man did flee from a lion, and a bear met him; or went into the house, and leaned his hand on the wall, and a serpent bit him. Shall not the day of the Lord be darkness, and not light? even very dark, and no brightness in it?” In other words God is saying such people have no idea what they are asking for and they do not realize that it can also affect them and others as well that are in the midst. 


Is it not better to seek the lost and remove the judgment from them rather than to pray that God will bring judgment? God knows when judgment is necessary. Even Jonah preferred judgment to salvation on Nineveh but God showed him otherwise. Jonah 4:10-11 “Then said the Lord, Thou hast had pity on the gourd, for the which thou hast not laboured, neither madest it grow; which came up in a night, and perished in a night:  And should not I spare Nineveh, that great city, wherein are more than sixscore thousand persons that cannot discern between their right hand and their left hand; and also much cattle?” Image that! These were people with no spiritual discernment whatsoever and an evil bunch at that.

 Do you see the heart of God in the matter or are you like others, hell bent on judgment rather than repentance and life? Just like God had a heart for Nineveh, so today He still has a heart for the lost of the world. He is of course a God that changes not. He is compassionate and loving and it is for Him to decide when enough is enough and for us to keep doing the work we are commissioned to do. We are called to go to the lost sheep of the house Israel and to the Houses of the Gentiles and preach the gospel and make disciples of those who make a decision to follow Christ so that they too can go and do likewise.


Put aside your desire for judgment and seek the lost that they might be “…as a firebrand plucked out of the burning,” Amos 4:11. Let God’s way be the way. He sent His Son for the lost and we throw away such a gift by pleading for judgment when it is forgiveness that is at the root of God’s heart. Yes, judgment will come in due time and at His appointed time. When all of the earth has been preached to and not another soul will come during “the fullness of the gentiles” then He will set in motion His judgment and the book of Revelation tells us that during that terrible time of judgment many will come to faith. So you see, after all, judgment is meant to bring repentance at the least to give us a warning and last opportunity to repent. So why harp on His judgment to fall on us? Seek life and you will fulfill the heart of God.
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