Why you should be involved in prison ministry

By the year 2010, eighty percent of Americans would have gone through the prison system. That means that almost every American family would have a family member who has been incarcerated for one reason or another. With more stringent laws being passed for DUI and spousal abuse and such incidences that once did not carry jail fines being on the increase, we can expect that maybe one day eight out of ten person we know would have been incarcerated.


Why is this important for us to know? Why is it important for us to be involved in jail and prison ministries? It is the place where we can make a greater impact on individuals while they are incarcerated. It is at the point of failure that you can make the greatest impact on an individual’s life. It is at this place when people are more apt to respond to the gospel because there is no pretense of sin in a person’s life. It is a reality and so that person can see a clear need for the gospel and grace being applied to their lives. 


You might say, why not try to reach those individuals before they get to that place? Well, the truth of the matter is that we had that opportunity but we allowed it to slip away while we have sat in the pews for the last several decades and entertained each other. We neglected the harvest and so people just did what they thought felt good with no conviction because the church was not there to say, “That is wrong or morally or spiritually unacceptable.” We took a conscious exit from society and only busied ourselves with each other while the world was and still is on a collision course to hell.


God chose Israel as a moral and spiritual conscience to the world. It was to be by their example that the world would have known that there is a God and that He is holy and loving. So it is the same for the church. We are God’s conscience in the world to let the world know that there is a higher moral and spiritual ordinance. If we live in the four walls of the church building, then the world cannot see the standard to live by. We are in the world but not of the world. We are God’s vessels, instruments, examples, and standard as we become Christ like, the living embodiment of Christ. 


We must go to the prisons and the jails because we have allowed our nation to stumble through immorality and spiritual decadences and self righteousness far too long. We have neglected those that have been held captive by the enemy. They are in his territory and we have wasted our latter days sitting on our spiritual laurels. The jails are filled to capacity and newer supermax prisons are being built annually to house our men and women that will one day be our future leaders and neighbors. If eighty percent of our population would have been incarcerated who do you suspect we will marry our sons and daughters to? Who do you suspect will be our pastors, community leaders, politicians, educators, healthcare professional, etc?  That’s right! They will be those released from our correctional facilities. As it is now, there is a shortage in every field because most individuals can’t seem to pass a background check because of their criminal record. Soon, we will have to lift some of the requirements so that we are not lacking in other areas. We will be forced to become lenient. 

If we do not reach these individuals with the gospel before they are released back into society we will have a hard time ahead of us. Jesus is the only answer. Those of us that are saved know this is true. We are withholding our testimonies that will alter the course of these individual’s life. We are accountable to God for what we have not done with the word of our testimony. Get involved! Don’t say it is not for you because your life will soon be impacted by someone from the correctional system. You will attend his or her wedding, funeral, trial, work with them or for them, or have them as a member of your own family. They are in need of grace. There is hope for all at the altar. Take the word of God to where it can make a greater impact, our prisons and jails.
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